
What if we neglect unity for 
the sake of following the 
pattern? This is what many 
believe churches of Christ 
have done and view the 
brethren as legalists, Phari-
sees, and those who cause 
division. Today, if we strive 
to be careful to follow the 
pattern God has left for us, 
we are seen as divisive. The 
same thing happened with 
men like Daniel Sommer 
who opposed instrumental 
music and missionary socie-
ties. I suppose it will happen 
to faithful brethren until the 

Lord returns. But as we no-
ticed, striving for unity and 
following the New Testa-
ment pattern go hand in 
hand. What kind of unity is 
sacrificed if we strive to fol-
low the pattern? Unity with 
those in sin and error (the 
“unity in diversity” I men-
tioned in the last para-
graph). This is not the unity 
we should desire. We must 
be “diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Ephesians 
4:3). It is impossible to ne-
glect the “unity of the Spir-

it” when we zealously follow 
the New Testament pattern. 

 

God desires unity. But it 
must be on His terms. We 
must give up the teachings 
of men, whether they are 
written in formal creeds or 
not, and go back to the Bi-
ble and live by the pattern 
that God has given us. ~ 
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The Restoration Plea by 
Andy Sochor from his book 
Plain Bible Teaching: The 
First Ten Years. 

Via PlainBibleTeaching.com 

 

In the first century, after 
the Lord’s church was es-
tablished, there were no 
denominations like we have 
today. Of course, there 
were some who departed 

from the faith while still 
holding to a form of reli-
gion. A notable example is 
Diotrophes (3 John 9-11) 
who took control of a con-
gregation and expelled 
those who wanted to follow 
the apostles’ doctrine. But 
generally, the churches in 
the first century could be 
accurately called “churches 
of Christ” (Romans 16:16) 
because they submitted to 

Christ’s authority and not 
to that of any man. 

 

While the early church gen-
erally enjoyed unity by sub-
mitting to the authority of 
Christ alone, Paul warned 
of a movement that would 
change all of this. He wrote 
to the church at Thessaloni-
ca about “the apostasy” 
that was coming. He per-
sonified this great apostasy 
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by calling it “the man of 
lawlessness” (2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:3). This “man of law-
lessness” was described as 
one who “opposes and ex-
alts himself above every so-
called god or object of wor-
ship, so that he takes his 
seat in the temple of God, 
displaying himself as being 
God” (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 
This apostasy would be 
characterized by certain 
men exalting themselves 
among God’s people, claim-
ing to speak for God and 
exercise authority over 
their brethren. It is called 
an apostasy because it 
would begin with some 
who were faithful Chris-
tians, but they would de-
part from the faith to fol-
low their own doctrines 
and practices. This is exact-
ly what denominationalism 
is. Denominationalism, be-
ginning with the Catholic 
church, is the great aposta-
sy. 

 

As the Catholic church 
moved further away from 
the Lord’s church, a move-
ment began to try to re-
form the Catholic church. 

This has been called the 
Reformation Movement. 
However, this did not cor-
rect the problem. Instead 
of attacking “the man of 
lawlessness,” the reformers 
attacked certain abuses. 
They did not attempt to 
return to the simplicity of 
the New Testament church. 
They wanted to fix the 
Catholic church. This did 
not work and ultimately 
resulted in thousands of 
denominations in the world 
today. 

 

In the 1800′s, a movement 
began in this country which 
is commonly called the Res-
toration Movement. Unlike 
the Reformation, the Resto-
ration Movement sought to 
restore the doctrines and 
practices of the New Testa-
ment church. It began with 
men like Alexander Camp-
bell and Barton W. Stone 
leaving their denominations 
in order to be part of the 
church that Jesus built. The 
Restoration plea was two-
fold. The first was unity in-
stead of the divisions of 
denominationalism. The 
second was to use the New 

Testament as our only rule 
of faith and practice. 

 

Both aspects of this plea 
are certainly taught in the 
Bible. We must follow them 
because they are divinely 
given, not because some 
men in generations past 
taught them. Regarding 
unity, Jesus prayed for his 
followers to be united 
(John 17:20-21). Paul wrote 
about the “unity of the 
Spirit” (Ephesians 4:3-7). 
God’s people should not be 
divided (1 Corinthians 1:10-
13). The Restoration Move-
ment was an attack on de-
nominationalism. 

 

The need to take the New 
Testament as our only rule 
of faith and practice is also 
taught in God’s word. The 
call to “speak where the 
Bible speaks and be silent 
where it is silent” is based 
upon Peter’s words – “If 
anyone speaks, let him 
speak as the oracles of 
God” (1 Peter 4:11, NKJV). 
When we preach, we are to 
“preach the word” (2 Timo-
thy 4:2). We have no right 
to alter the message 
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(Galatians 1:6-9), either by 
adding to it, taking away 
from it, or changing various 
parts of it. The Restoration 
plea should be ours today – 
give up the churches and 
teachings of men and fol-
low the Bible exclusively 
and thereby have unity. 

 

As the movement pro-
gressed, a division arose 
among those of this move-
ment. Eventually, a split 
occurred between the 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) and the churches 
of Christ. The major issues 
that divided these groups 
were over the missionary 
society and instrumental 
music in worship. Faithful 
gospel preachers like Daniel 
Sommer zealously opposed 
the innovations that some 
tried to promote. Because 
men would not give up 
their innovations, division 
was inevitable. 

 

Some have looked back at 
this split that occurred 100 
years ago and have sug-
gested that these two 
groups divided because 

they followed/emphasized 
different aspects of the 
Restoration plea. It is as-
serted that the Christian 
Church focused on unity 
and the churches of Christ 
focused on the New Testa-
ment pattern. While this 
might sound like a simple 
summary of the division, it 
is really not accurate. 

 

The two parts of the Resto-
ration plea actually compli-
ment one another. Jesus 
prayed for unity based on 
His word (John 17:20). Part 
of the “platform for unity” 
was the “one 
faith” (Ephesians 4:5). This 
is the body of doctrine – 
“the faith” (Jude 3) – that 
produces faith in us 
(Romans 10:17). Following 
the same rule/pattern natu-
rally results in unity. The 
Restoration plea harmo-
nized with this. It was a call 
for unity among all pro-
fessed Christians. But there 
was a condition. They had 
to give up the creeds and 
traditions of men and fol-
low the New Testament 
exclusively. 

 

What if we neglect the 
pattern for the sake of uni-
ty? Some believe you can-
not both strive to keep the 
New Testament pattern 
and maintain unity. Some 
say the Christian Church 
chose to strive for unity 
rather than keeping the 
pattern, which would have 
prohibited their missionary 
societies and instruments in 
worship. The result of for-
saking the pattern for unity 
is “unity in diversity.” This is 
unity in spite of sin and er-
ror. But the New Testament 
explicitly forbids us to have 
fellowship with brethren 
who are living in sin (1 Co-
rinthians 5:13), practicing 
error (Ephesians 5:11), and 
teaching false doctrine (2 
John 10:11). It is a danger-
ous position to say we must 
ignore or loosely interpret 
the Bible in order to have 
unity. If striving to follow 
the pattern leads to division 
– and this is the accusation 
that many make – then 
they indict God as being the 
“author of confusion” (1 
Corinthians 14:33). After all, 
He gave us the pattern. 

 


